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taste must accompany the chemical and physical investigation,
for these are the properties on account of which the volatile oils
are used in the perfume and soap industries, in the manufacture
of candies and liquors, and partly at least in medicine.

It is necessary, or at least greatly to be desired, to have
for comparison a sample of a genuine, faultlessly distilled oil.
A few drops each, of the genuine oil and of the oil to be tested,
are put on a strip of filter paper, and compared by smelling
alternately of both. This odor test is repeated after the larger
part of the oil has volatilized, and in this manner readily volatile
as well as more difficultly volatile foreign substances may be
recognized.

It is possible, however, to give only a very imperfect expression
in language of odor and taste perceptions; moreover, odor and
taste are purely subjective and are also quite differently developed
faculties in each individual. The perceptions made with the sense
of odor and of taste do not admit of expression and comparison
by means of figures like other observations. An adulteration
may, therefore, be subjectively recognized, but cannot be ob-
jectively proven. A good sense of smell is in spite of this
limitation of great value in the examination, as it often directs
the investigation into the proper channel in the shortest time,

Poorly distilled oils, possessing an empyreumatic odor or
"Blasengeruch", or oils carelessly kept but otherwise unadulterated
are almost altogether recognized by the sense of smell, rarely
by any other means of investigation.

DETERMINATION OF THE PHYSICAL
PROPERTIES.

SPECIFIC GRAVITY.

On account of its ready determination the specific gravity
is the most frequently taken and, therefore, the best known
property of the volatile oils, Even concerning the rare and
little investigated oils statements of their density are to be found.